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Perhaps the most important and most difficult task which con-
fronts the United States is the solution of the question: What
relation shall the nine millions black population occupy towards
the eighty millions white population?

In the following I shall endeavor to put into view the question
from every standpoint, as impartially as this is possible, for
entirely so this cannot be done.  Self-preservation is the first law
of nature, as well for the individual as for a nation, and where the
interests of others come into conflict with the same these foreign
interests must not be allowed consideration as long as we are not
guilty of direct injustice. At which exact point the duty to rec-
ognize the rights of the much smaller negro population meets the
necessarily to be protected interest of the by far more numerons
white population is a matter of individual opinion.

In the year 1620 the first Africans were imported into North
America and sold as slaves at famestown, Va.; and little did the
inhabitants of this continent foresee the grave consequences of this
action. They welcomed this addition to their working power, espe-
cially the landowners, and before all those of the Southern colonies,
most of whom were unaccustomed to hard labor and climatic con-
ditions; for the tilling of the soil and the harvesting of cotton, rice,
sugar and tobacco, ete.. was not only hard work, but partly also
unhealthy.  Very scon a lively trade in these human cargoes devel-
oped and one shipload after the other was imported under the flags
of all secafaring nations. By far the most cargoes, however, were
landed from vessels belonging to the Northern colonies, and later
on, under the Stars and Stripes, from those of the New England
States, whose religious citizens gloried even in the idea that they
introduced these poor, benighted black Africans to christendom and
civilization,

Through immigration from Europe the white laborers very much
imcreased in the North, so that there the enslaved negro became
cgradually of less importance.  Therefore, the Northerner found it
soon more profitable to sell his slaves to the South at good prices,
and as he—excepting the trade in slaves—Ilost by and by the inter-
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est m the oy, s of the metitution of slavery, he could arford
to indulee cinnental recommendation of the abolishment of

the same, win b0 however, was alw justified by the later views~ on
this question o the cnvihized world in general. It must not, how-
ever, be lo<t iohit of that the inhabitants of the North were at least
cqually respon-ible for the existence of slavery as those of the
South.

[t cannot Lo demed that the legal status of the negro as -lave
was not el Letter than that of the dumb animal. He could be
sold like 1t faimbies could be separated; the owner had the right
of punislnent and the law afforded him only little protection.
Manitold were cases of crueity; this cannot be denied, but many
also were the cases of very pretty relationship between the families
of the owner~ and espeeially the house slaves.  The exaggerated
stories ot cruclties connmitted by the Southern slaveowners in the
treatment o1 their slaves had mostly their origin in the brains of
ranatical abohitionists of the North, few of which had ever scen the
South with tneir own eyes. It must be remembered—even
coranted that there exists a certain difference between the North-
erner and the inhabitants of the South, conditioned by ditferent
interest~, chimate and surroundings—that both were branches o1 the
<anie tree and one did not surpass the other in intellect: for the
cradle ot many of the most celebrated men of this nation ha~ ~tood
in the region of the slave States.  LEven in these latter the idea
gaied more and more ground that slavery—condenmed by the
entire civilized outside world—was a wrong, and many are the
examples that single favored slaves, or, at the death of an owner
all his slaves, were given their freedom; but still, all in all. the
institution suited the Southern man, spoiled by the warm ciimate
and opulent and comfortable living without much exertion. And =0
it conld not be otherwise than that the evil of slaverv conid only
be extirpated from the outside and by force. That in doing this
the exact letter of the law was not always observed could not he
avoided.  This camot be done in great changes and the evolution
in the history of nations. Whatever may stand in the way of
progress must be put out of the way. [f possible by legal 1cans—
otherwise by the force of the stronger.
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Since the earliest known history Africa has been inhabited largely
by a negro population. Crude, wild, eruel and indolent. as they were
m those davs, they have remained up to the present time. Notwith-
standing the fertile soil of "their home comntry—with exception of
the desert—with many hidden treasures of gold, diamonds, etc.;
notwithsanding their navigable streams, which reach far into the
interior, and notwithstanding the extensive seacoast., with its many
good harbors, through these many thousand years this black race
did not show the least sign of self-development neither in the field
of agrienlture, of commerce and navigation, nor of literature and
art.  lazy Dby nature, they made war for the purpose of robbing
and enslaving emmical tribes: or they followed the chase and
fishing in order to procure the necessaries for their miserable lives.
Thev were possessed of a kind of barbaric religion, which is still
existent among the negroes of the Bahama Islands (especially on
THaitiy o and in the United States it is here and there represented
ander the name of “voodooism.”  The little they acquired in the
length of time, such as trading in goods, the handling of fircarms,
the use of sails in theawr long, narrow canoes instead of oars, they
received from outside through their intercourse with other races.
Development from out themselves is not existent. so that it may
well be said that this Dlack race of Nfrica was not open to culture—
nor is now. .\ further evidence of the truth of this assertion ix
that even when the negro has stood for some length of time under
the mfluence of the white race, has learned its ways and doings,
has—imitatinglv—acquired to a small degree its religion, ves, civili-
left to
himself again—the negro will not only come to a standstill in these
acquirements, but he relapses into his original indolence, brutality
and superstition.  Haiti. St. Domingo, Liberia are vivid examples.

zation (not made them his own): that even after that

The negro, imported during the two centuries and a half from
Africa into the United States previons to the civil war, soon got
accustomed to the dependence of the will of their new masters. 11ad
they not =cen already worse slavery?  For on the black continent,
where the different’tribes were constantly at war with each other, all
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able-bodied prisoners were made slaves : and certainly the treatment
of these was ot as gocd as that given them in North America.  [he
descendants did not know any better but that they were born to
serve their white masters.  Slavery was no  hardship for  them.
Quictly passed the life of the slave of the South.  After the—to be
«ure hard—work of the day and a good meal (many of the white
population did not fare so well after the civil war) they enjoyed
banjo-playing, song and dance in front of their quarters. Trouble
was unknown to them, and thoughtlessly they lived from day to
day like children. They possessed a certain musical talent. which,
however, did not lift itself above the “nizcan’ of the ordinary, and
when the voung misses had visttors and wanted to dance, Unele
Ned was called npon to play his fiddle. By the daily intercourse
with whites and by strict discipline the original crudity and bru-
tality. was much improved on, and often the negroes showed even
sentiment. \ctually touching was the love of the old black mammy
for her growing “miss,” as she called her white mistress even yet
when she had a family of her own, or the faithfulness of the negro
crowing up with his young master and his readiness to sacrifice
himself for him.  Not cnough can it be acknowledged that daring
the entire time of the civil war in those parts not occupied by the
Federal arinies, from where every ablebodied white man had been
<ent to the front, leaving behind old men, children and women, not
a single case can be called that the latter had been molested by the
negroes, also leit behind ; thonsands of cases, however, where these
negroes took care of the weak to the best of their ability.

The \frican slave trade had long been prohibited. The inhibition,
however, dating as carly as 1808, was not at all carried out, and
the trade continned secretly.  For the Northern States it was a
profitable one, and the South could well use the increased labor for
its uncultivated soil.  So the transgression was winked at. It was
well known and a common occurrence that in all Northern ports,
as far south as Norfolk, vessels were sent with a full cargo of
products of the United States to Drazil; there a sham sale of the
vessel was made to send it to the African coast, to bring from there
a cargo of slaves to the United States under foreign flag and appar-
ently foreign ownership. As late as 1838, under Buchanan’s presi-
dency, the “I"anderer” landed over four hundred slaves in Souti
Carolina. The profits, of course, wandered into the pockets of the
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Northern shipowners, who, however, also met with licavy losses
occastonally throngh capture of their vessels by the Dritish navy
patroling the coast of Africa.

For a long time public opinion leaned strongly towards the idea
that slavery should be abolished, as being in opposition to tiie spirit
of the times; and it is very significant that the first move to accom-
plish this did not come from the philanthropic North. It was Mas-
sachusetts which succeeded to keep out of the constitution a clause
for the suppression of slavery, advocated by Jefferson.  Often-
times voices had been heard in the Southern States in opposition of
slavery, but they were objected to in the North; and when, in 1825,
a small partv—represented by a newspaper—was formed in the
Southern State of Tennessee, going in for abolition, there was
hardly an abolitionist to be found in the State of Massachusetts.

Gradually these voices for abolition of the shamerul institution
bhecame louder, however. The community of Friends had been in
favor of it for a long time, and a great number of negroes had
been assisted by them—to be sure, illegally—in their flight to the
free States: but only in the year 1856 the abolitionist party showed
itself for the first time as sueh nationally.  Its headquarters were at
Rochester, N. Y., under the leadership of Lloyd Garrison. It con-
sisted of well-meaning men and women, who workeéd indefatigably,
to whom afterwards the protectionists were added, who joined the
popular movement for their own selfish purposes. A well-formu-
lated idea how their object should be gained was not then in exist-
enee.
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In Noveniher, 18Co, the presidential candidate of the Republican
party was clected. [t was the first victory of this party, and with
it begins the last act in the history of slavery in North America,
which finally ended with the abolition of this institution, which so
long had been eminently troublesome. This latter had been the firm
intention of the abolitionists, to which party lincoln belonged: but
they were not clear in their own minds how it should be brought
about, and few foresaw the way it was done later on. In his first
inaugural address, on March 4, 1861, Lincolnt lays particular stress
upon it that the Constitution must be upheld, and spoke the cele-
brated words: “No person held to scrvice or labor in one State
wunder the lawes thereof, escaping into another, shall in conscquence
of any law or regulation therein be discharged from such service or
labor, but shall be delivered wpon claim of the party to whom such
service or labor may be due.””  And further on he says: [ have no
purpose dircctly or indirectly to interfere with the institution of
slavery in the State where it exists. [ belicve [ have no lazeful right
to do so, and [ have no inclination to do so.” 1lis plan was to have
slavery abrogated by an act of Congress, with conpensation to the
slave owners and colonization of the negro i foreign lands.  Not a
very practical plan; for, firstly, the Southern States could not very
well do without the black lator, secondly it would have been rather
difficult to carry the plan through Congress without rupture, and
finally, how many years would it have taken to transport four mil-
lion people by vessel to a foreign country ?

As it turned ouat, it shounld be done in an entirely different way.

The slave States—with very few exceptions—announced their
secession from the federal union; the civil war, one of the bloodiest
in history, began, and in quick succession one event pressed upon the
other.

On Decemiber 3, 1861, in his message to Congress, Lincoln rec-
ommends to declare all slaves coming into the federal lines frec
under the confiscation act, the colonization of same and acquisition
of territory for their emigration.

March 6, 1862, he recommends a joint resolution: “That the
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United States onght to co-operate woith any State schich may adopt
gradual abolishment of slavery, grwing such State pecuniary aid, to
be used by such State, tn its discretion, to conmpensate for the incon-
ventences, public and private, produced by such change of svstem.”

On April 16, 1802, slavery is abolished i the District of Columbia.

On July 14, 1862, he recommends again to Congress to pass an
act to pay a certamm amount per head for the liberation of slaves in
any State which Tawfully abolishes slavery.

On July 171802, e returns to Congress the passed “clct to sup-
press insurrection, punish trecason, cte.”” which was to liberate all
slaves. He points out that this could not be done under the Consti-
tution; but if the slaves werce first all declared confiscated then Con-
gress had the right to set them free, and that he would have no
seruple to sign an act to that effect.

s proclamation of 22d September, 1802, sounds, however, a
little difterent: 7 hereby proclotn and declare—That on the 1st
day of Janvary, A. D.a&03, «ll persons held as slaves within any
State or designated part of a State the people wchercof shall then
be it rebellion against the United States shall be then, theneeforaard
and forcver be free, cte, ete” And on the last-named date he pub-
lishes his celebrated emancipation proclamation. It must not be
forgotten that the President, as well as Congress, alwavs tried to
adopt no measure outside of the Constitution, and used the follow-
ing sophism: Congress has no power by itself to abolish slavery;
but it has the right to confiscate the property of rebels, whereby it
becomes the property of the United States, which now Congress
can dispose of as it sees proper. Many people even now think that
Lincoln’s emancipation proclamation abolished slavery entirely n all
parts of the Unitdd States. This was, however, not the case, for
the few so-called “loyval” slave States (loyal by necessity) were not
included.  But in reality slavery was done away with, for in these
loval States, strongly occupied by federal soldiers, all the slaves at
once left their owners, and little would it have availed the latter to
reclaim them.

In his message of 1st December, 1802, Lincoln still savs: “dmong
the fricnds of the Union there is great diversity of sentiment and of
policy in regard to slavery and the African race amongst us.  Some
would perpetuate slovery: some waould abolish it suddenly and with-
out conpensation; some wounld abolish 1t gradually and with com-



10

pensation; some would remove the freed people from us and some
would retain them with us; and there are yet other minor diversi-
ties." He was in favor of the third proposition.

In 1863 colored persons were organized into the war service, and
in his message of December 0, 1804—after his re-election to the
presidency—Lincoln recommends to Congress to enact a law for the
emancipation of all the slaves in all the States; this time without
mentioning anything about colonization, compensation or gradual
abolition. -

Jy the surrender, of Lee to Grant at Appomattax Court House
in April, 1863, the cruel civil war, which had been waged for four
years, death-dealing and devastating, was virtually brought to an
end. Shortly before his ever-to-be-regretted death Lincoln had pre-
pared a proclamation in which he reinstated North Carolina
(although he calls it “conquered province’) into its place among the
States of the Union without withholding from the crstwhile rebels
the voting franchise. The leaders of the Republican party proved
to him, however, that the Constitution did not allow him to make
any disposition in regard to the voting franchise in any of the
separate States. In the pretty hot controversy, in which the leaders
tried to persuade him to all kinds of coercive measures against the
“conquered provinces,” Lincoln answered them finally in the fol-
lowing words, which history will ever remember: “[f"hatever I may
have sanctioned against the exact wording of the Constitution in
the stress of war as commander-in-chicf of the army to save the
Union, I have no right to do now that the Unton is saved. My first
duty is to re-establish the Constitution as our supreme lazv owver
cvery inch of our soil.”

By such words he made for himself enemies of many of his old
political friends and advisers, such as Stevens, Sumner, etc., a few
days before his death. They wished to continue the war against

the Southern States, but felt that the realization of their pet ideas
would be difficult, if not impossible, under Lincoln’s administration.

His death—the greatest calamity for the South—should give them,
however, the desired satisfaction.

With the inauguration of Andrew Johnson as President a hot
conflict commenced between him and Congress in regard to the
reconstruction of the “‘conquered” States and about the negro ques-
tion. Again and again Johnson sent to Congress his veto against
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1o passed by that Dody Tiberating all negro slaves in all the States
without giving the States, lately in rebellion, representation in Con-
Pt on the 18th of December, 1865, the act was passed over

with the required two-thirds vote, and it was afterwards

cress.
Jis veto
Capetionted by the ceveral States. Therewith slavery in the United

ot had come to an end.
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The Republican party had now accomplished all they wished for
at the first election of Lincoln to the presidency. The abolitionists
had effected the abolition of slavery and the protectionists had
raised the rates of import duty to an enormous lheight.  Its mission
seemed to be ended.  Dut political power has its great attraction;
the political leaders looked for ways and means to perpetuate the
same.  The tendency of a reconstruction on the Lasis of the Con-
stitution and the forgiving for and the forgetting of the rebellion,
which showed itself with many of the untonists and—be it said to
their glory——in the army, which <o bravely had fought for the
Union, did not please them: and in the hearts of men like Thaddens
Stevens, Sumner, Edmunds, Conklin, ete., a great antagonism—yes,
hatred—had formed against the rebels. The conquered Southern
States should he entirely subjugated and kept down, they opined,
so that they never again should be able to raise their heads: and as
the best means to accomplish this recommended itself to them to
take away the voting franchise from all who had in any shape or
form participated in the rebellion and hestow it upon the negro
population. ’

An act, passed by Congress, that "o/l persons. boea in the United
States and not subject to any forcien poweer, cxcluding Indians not
taxed. are declared to be citizens of the United States™ was sent back
to Congress by fohn=on with his veto on the 27th of March, 1865,
This law would have placed the stamp of citizenship upon every
negro.  Johuson reasoned that as eleven States—the very ones most
atfected by the passage of the act in queston—were not represented
in Congress, the Constitution would not admit of the passage of
“Four millions
of them (the colored population) haze just cumcrged from slavery
into freedom. Can it be reasonably supposed that they possess the
requisite qualifications to entitle them to ol the privileges and
Dimnaitics of citizens of the United States? Have the people of the
scveral States expressed such a conviction””  Te also took the stand
that, according to the opinion of the federal govermment, the rebel
States had never been—constructively—outside of the concert of

such act: and he says further in his veto message:
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the United States: if the latter idea was taken for granted. the
right of coercion and war wonld not have existed @ and that now—
an amendment to the Consti-
tution could not be passed by Congress withont the representation in

after the rebeltion had been quelled

the <ame of the States, now excluded. by a two-third majority and
the required sanction of three-fourths of all the States.

On January sth, 1867, Johnson vetoes an act passed by Congress
for the enfranchisenient of the colored popnlation of the District of
Columbia. He savs: “Great danger is to be apprehended from an
untimely extension of the clectic franchise to any ncwe class m our
country, especially when the large majority of that class, in wiclding
the poteer thus placed tu their hands, cannot be cxpected correctly o
apprehend the duties and respousibilitics wwhich pertain to suffrage.”
And “To give the ballot indiscriminately to a new class, wholly
unprepared by previous nabits and opportunities to perforn the
trust wohich it demands, is to degrade it, and finally to destroy its
pozeer, for it may be safely assumed that no political proof is better
established than that such indiscriminate and all-cmbracing cxten-
sion of popular suffrage must end at last in its destruction.”

In his message of 30 December, 1807, Johnson says: “The
blacks in the South arc entitled to be well and hwmancly governed
and to have the protection of just lazes for all their vights of person
and property. 1f it weere practicable at this time to give them a goz-
ernment cxclusively their owen, under wehich they might manage thetr
own affairs in their ozon’ wway, it would becone a grave question
whether we ought to do so or whether common humauity would not
require us to save them from thewselees.  But wunder the circim-
stances this is only « speculative poiut. [t is not proposed merely
that they shall govern themseloes, but that they shall rule the white
rece, make and administer State lawos, clect presidents and menbers
of Congress. and shape to a greater or less extent the future destiny
of the whole country. ould such a trust and power be safe’in
such hands”” and “No independent government of any form has
ceer been suceessful in their hands.  On the contrary, wherever
they have been left to their owen dewvices they have shown a consta
tendencey to relapse into barbarism,” and further, “The great differ-
cnee betioeen the tweo races in physical, mental and wmoral character-
istics will prevent any amalgamation or fusion of them together in
one homogencous mass. If the inferior obtains the ascendency over
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the other it will govern with reference ondy to its own interests—-
for it will recognize no common interest—and create such tyranny
as this continent has newver vet witnessed.  Alrcady the negroes are
influcnced by promises of consfiscation and plunder” (it had been
promised to them that every negro should receive forty acres of con-
fiscated land, to which the government would add a mule). “They
are taught to regard as an enemy any white man who has any respect
for the rights of his own race. If this conthiucs it must becone
worse and worse, until all order will be subverted, all industry cease
and the fertile ficlds of the South grow up into a wilderness. Of all
the dangers which onr nation has yet encowntered none are cquel
to those which must result from the success of the cffort now making
to Africanize the half of our country.”

But all the warnings of the President were of no avail. The
resp. laws were passed over his vetoes, and thus the negro received
the electic franchise in all the United States.

The closing of this long and hot conflict between Congress aud
the President was that Andrew Johnson was impeached for high
crimes and misdemeanor in office.  The accusation, however, was
voted down in the Senate, with nineteen votes “not guilty” and
thirty-five votes “guilty.” Only one vote turned the scale (two-
thirds of the votes of all Senators present being required for a find-
ing). that of Senator Ross, of Kansas, whom all Stevens’ persua-
<ions and threats could not bring teo vote against his conscience.
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Only too soon should the prophecies of Johnson be realized. Pub-
lic federal officers, sent to the South by the government, and North-
ern adventurers, who sought opportimities to enrich themselves in
the “conquered provinces,” inundated the country : they were joined
by a—not very large-—number of the white not-landow ning class,
in the days of slavery called by the negroes white trash.  Now
the former received the name of carpet-baggers, the latter that
of scalawags. These unscrupulous persons fell upon their victims
like wolves and sucked the country dry in a most shameful manner,
They did not do this directly, but through the agency of the negro—
just liberated and enfranchised—and with the help of the govern-
ment at Washington, which was only too ready to listen to their
reports on the condition in the South and did everything to assist
them in the final subjugation of the white Southern population arid
the prevention of the latter to exercise their rights as citizens, It
wa~ the shameful reconstruction period.

In all possible manner the negroes were incited to actions against
their former masters. They were told that they were in every respect
their cquals—yes, that they were even their betters; that the prop-
erty of the white would have to«go to the liberated slaves and that
their former taskmasters would by and by have 1o do the work for
them—the blacks—and till their fields. That it was their duaty to
opposce and renounce the proud bearing of the white men as well as
women towards them, and—if they choose—to possess tiiemselves
even of the latter. It was Satan pouring into the ears of the casily
listening negroes his temptation, and not without results.  In the
clections, in which only few white citizens could take part o
account of their participation in the rebellion, men of the class of
the above-named carpet-baggers and scalawags were chosen for the
higher public offices; the new elected legislatures consisted to the
ereater part of negroes.  And now commenced for them a gay life,
A negro militia was instituted, arms and uniforms were furnished
from the arsenals of the general government, and a comical, if sad,
spectacte it was when these black troops received their instructions
in military tactics from their black commanders.  Large State loans
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were anthorized by the black legislators and the money lavishly
squandered, the white friends of the negro looking well to their
own pockets.  Enormous taxes were levied, which did not hit the
negro, which took, however, from the impoverished white land-
owner his last penny. His farms and plantations had to be sold
in public sale for taxes which he could not pay, and they were
cagerly bought up and at low prices by the Northern hyenas. The
tilling of the acres was neglected, as the farmer could not know
whether he could still gather in the harvest. The attacks of the
negro upon the white women increased from day to day, a thing
unknown heretofore.  Only the often promised and by the negro
continually demaneded forty acres and a mule would not materialize.

Such condition could not be tolerated for a long time; it was
tyranny in its worst guise. Total annihilation would have been
preferable.  Secret societies were formed throughout the Southern
States, all under one head, which punished and revenged misdeeds
of the negroes with great determination and alacrity, and whicn
theieby spread among the easily intimidated blacks such fear and
awe that they commenced to desist from their evil purposes. These
secret socteties and also the gradually awakening sense of justice
among the better class of the Republicans brought about by and by
a little more tolerable conditions. Dut only the vear 1877 gave the
Sounth its rights under the now altered Constitution.  Up to that
time elections were still under the” supervision and influence of he
United States military and federal sheritts in many parts of the
South.

The vote of the negro played, however, still an important part at
the clections, especially in such districts where he outnumbered the
white population.  The negro voted always only for his own inter-
est or what he considered to be such. Either for the Republican
party, from which he expected in return the appointment to public
offices and which—he thought—would protect him against the ever-
present ghost of the reintroduction of slavery, or also for anybody
who wonld offer him a dollar for his vote. With full conviction of
the right and with the intention and wish for the general welfare
the negro voted never.

The white Southerner suffered much under the feeling of wrong
done him, which made him bear the entire burden of the fifteenth
amendment, and, as he eould not look to Washington for betterment
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of his condition, he finally helped himself by embodying into the
several State constitutions an election law with qualification for the
clectic franchise as to education and amount of taxes paid. e did
this on the ground of the federal Constitution, which gives to cach
State the right to determine for itself who shall be entitled to a
vote.  These new clection laws are not uniform in all the States,
but stimitar, and answer the desired purpose, for, although they take
mto their scope the white as well as the black, and therefore seem
to be impartial, they are intended for the latter and hit him alimost
only.  The endeavors to upset these laws as being unconstitutional
were of no avail, the United States Supreme Court deciding them
to be legal. )
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In the foregoing I have given the history of the negro race on
the North American continent from the date of its first importation
as slaves up to the present day. In the following [ shall try to
explain my views as to the relation he should occupy to the white
race in the future.

Benevolent assimilation has Lecome a byword through oune of our
Presidents, but in its application—as used by McKinley—is cer-
tainly out of place, as will be admitted. Tf in war one nation con-
quers another, conditions of both and their intellect and education,
their moral and physical character being about equal and if origi-
nally they belonged to the same race, then you may use the expres-
sion, and gocd results have been attained when the conquered
land had thus been taken possession of by the victors, who freely
mixed with the old inhabitants.  The best example perhaps is Eng-
land, where in consequence of repeated conquests a mixture was
produced of Picts, Scots, Saxons, Celts, Danes and Normans and a
new race has been formed, which in regard to physique, intetlect
and moral character is second to none in the world.  Nearly the
same may be said of Germany, where by the mixture of many—not
always teutonic—tribes a strong and intelligent nation has been the
result. .\ peaceful assimilation has been going on in the United
States, where by a mixture of the blood ot all the Furopean peoples
a nation has arizen, strong of body and fine to look at, brave, indus-
trious, inventive, talented, highly gifted mentally and of noble heart.
Such assimilation I would call benevolent, for the different parts
miake up a whole better than the single component parts hefore their
asstmilation. 1t is not to be overlooked that in all the foregoing
named examples all the component parts belonged originally to
one and the same race, the Indoeuropean. With one exception, to
touch upon which this 1s not the proper place. It requires a sepa-
rate essay.

How is it, however, with the negro race? [For thousands of years
the negro has dwelt in his African home in barbarism, without show-
ing the least sign of evolution. A savage he came to this country
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with all his traits of croelty, Inst, heathenish superstition, indolence
and ignorance: as far behind the inhabitants of this continent in
civilization ax the light of the firefty is hehind that of the sun. Tor
two hundred and fifty years—it is true under the yoke of slavery—
and forty years as a free man he has been in close touch with the
white man, saw his working and doing. his family life, adopted
after a certain manner his rehigion: but i all these many years was
his progress i cnlture and civilization only very little and super-
ficial.  Ile Dbecame somewhat tamer and patiently hie submitted to
the voke, which did not press very heavy on his shoulders, for he
did not know any other side of life. The thirsting desire after lib-
erty was unknown to him. And when finally he received his liberty,
not gained by his own endeavors, but forced upon him by the dis-
cord among his former white masters, how did he use 1t? His old
faults and sins reappeared. Laziness, drunkenness, coarseness, thiev-
ing and sensuality became his marks, and our jails and peniten-
tiaries and the police court records are sad witnesses of the degen-
eracy of the colored race.  Torty-three yvears of liberty have not
improved him in the least: ves, it is to Le questioned if they have
not had an influence i the opposite direction. In political regard
throngh the clectic franchise he has hecone the means to defeat
the welfare of the country as it is considered by the majority of
the white population, for at the clections the negro is the tool of
the best-paying party or the one which will make him the most
advantageous promise.  In no branch of human occupation has he
risen above the niveau of lm-d.iocrit_\'. Ile is a good tiller of the
soil and a gocd common laborer (when he works), a middling
mechanic—more cobbler than shoemaker: he does well with horses,
is a goad fireman, but a poor locomative engineer, ete., cte. No-
where has lie made his mark as architect, civil engineer, in litera-
ture or science or in art, unless vou will compare Ira Aldridge to
Edwin Booth, Blind Tom to Paderewski or the Black Patti to her
celebrated white namesake. T am speaking in general as of one race
against the other. There are many good men among the colored
population, those which we may justly estcem. T only wish to
demonstrate that the negro race is by far not ¢qual to the white one
in enltire and eivilization, but is greatly its inferior.

Anintimate social relationship of whites to the Dlacks is impos-
sible without degeneration of the former.  All ethnologists and
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psyehiologists agree on this®  The dark color of <kin, the peculiar
penctrant odor, the wild, unsteady eve, and the ugly formation of
features of the negro are distasteful, 1f not nauscons, to the white,
which no length of tinie can diminish.  1le feels the neero 1s not
“one of ws.” and canmot ocenpy an equal social position alongside of
him. The existence of mulattos, quadroons and octoroons is not
very Hattering to the morals of the white male population—espe-
cially of the South—Dbut they are not the result of miscegenation by
marriage, which only occurs rarely in the Northern and Western
States, where the intermarriage of Dblacks and whites is not pro-
hibited by law. The colored descendants of white fathers are the
very proofs that even in this way no good results are reached. They
retain the bad traces of their black forefathers and show them only
m a more cunuing way.  Learned authorities say that physically
they are going back.  Dut, taking it for granted cven that the col-
ored race ~hould Le improved and made more open w culture and
civilization by amalgamation with the white race, shall the latter
lower itself by acting the party of breeder for a mixture of races
with the result of a lower standard than that represented by it
before? No, never!  PFvery nation has its hands full enough to
keep itself above water in the contest of the peoples for the highest
degree of culture as that it should place such a millstone around its
neck.  ttis not to be thought of that the white race will ever enter
into intimate relationship to the race which stands so far helow it
and to which it personally has a strong aversion.  t will never

*) Disracli in Comingsley @ “.ny race, which recklessly permits the mivture of itz

blood with that of other races, must perish.”

Houston Stewart Chamberlain, professor at Vienna, says in his great work The
Foundation ol the XIX Century: Protessor August Forel, the well known psycholo-
gist, has made intevesting studies in the [Tnited States and in the West Inadin Islands
about the victory, which races, intellectually intervior, have gained over superior oues
by means of their greater generative power. 1 the brain of the negro is weaker than
that of the white man, the power ol propagation is greater and the preponderance of
his qualitics with the progeny 30 much more predominent than that ot the white.
More and mnore thereior does the white race keep aloot tfrom theni, not only in sexual,
but in all respeets, because it has at last recognized, that mixture means destruction.
Forel shows by many examples, how impossible it is for the negro to assimilate onr
clvilization more than skin deep and how everywhere, as soon us lett to himself, he
retrogates to primitive African barbarism. One, who has been trained to phrases about
tho equnlity of all humanity, will shudler when he learns how it lacks in reality in
any state, where the negro governs, And Forel, who as naturalist has been edueated
to the dogma of one, everywhere equal humanity, comes to the conclusion: *For their
own gocd the hlacks nenst be treated as such as they arve, an allogether inferior human race,
incapable of cullure in themselves™
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ocenr in the United States of America. the mandlin sentimentality
which exists in the heads of some persons, notwithstanding.*

Lincoln, the liberator of the slaves, speaks repeatedly on this point
hefore and after his clection to the presidency.  So. for instance,
“I am opposed to assimilution of the fweo races hito social and
political equality, and am horrified at the idea of a mudotto citizen-
ship, which 1 consider too dear a price cven for cmancipation. 1
belicve that there is a physical differcnce betwecn the white and
black races which woill forever forbid their living togethcr on terus
of political and social equality. If such showld be attempted, one
nust go to the wall” And in his reply to Douglas in September,
1858, he says: "1 am not, wor cver have been. i favor of making
voters or jurors of negroes, nor of qualifving them to hold office. nor
to intermarry with wohite people. I el sax in addition to this that
there is a physical differcice betiocen the white and black races which
[ belicie weill forcoer forbid the twvo races to live together on teris
of social and political equality : and, inasniuch as they cannot so live,
while they do remain together there nust be the position of tiic
inferior and the superior, and 1 am. as much as any other man. in
favor of having the superior position assigned to the white race.”

The election laws, as they now prevail in the Southern States,
exclude from the polls most of the negro population.  But they do
not reach fully the purpose sought. masmuch as they do not entirely
deprive the same of the electic franchise: also it is to be expected
that in time more and more will qualify as voters by passing the
required examination.  The laws are a makeshift and not based on
honesty and truth. Apparently they shall exclude ignorance from
the ballot box :in reality they are intended to exclude the black race.
Under the circumstances the means to gain the desired object may be
excusable. but they are not worthy of the nation and also would not
answer the purpose for the length of ume.

After enjoving the voting franchise for about forty vears the
negro has proved himself to be unworthy of the same. The hatred
of Northern fanatics, existing at the time when this franchise was
oranted, has almost entirely disappearcd and has given way to better

#) In speaking of Fred Douglas many years ago I myself have heard the intel-
lectual and learned Miss Assing, nicce of Varnhagen van Ense and close Triend of
Lloyd Garrison, say: . what privilege it wordd be lo be the wife of sl a notn,
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judgment.  Crimmmality amongst the negroes, and especialiy their
indecent and felonious assaults on white women, have increased gen-
erally, but particularly also in the former so-called free States and
have changed there the opinion of the inhabitants about the colored
race.  More and more the white population of the North, South,
East and West have formed themselves into one homogeneous whole
on this question.

It is not impossible that the United States Supreme Court—if the
case should be presented to it—would declare the fifteenth amend-
ment unconstitutional, arguing that the same had been passed over
the veto of the President, while cleven States of the Union were
excluded from debate and- vote in Congress, and that these eleven
States were also not considered for the sanctioning of the amend-
ment by three-fourthis of the States. But, if nothing can be done
in this way, then—in my opinion—the only aud proper solution of
the queston would Le a repeal of the amendment by act of Congress,
for of all the dangers which our nation has yet encountered none
can be compared with that of placing the negro on political and
social equality with the white race.

[ have shown that those men who sisted upon and brought about
at a great national sacrifice the abolition of slavery—and foremost
among them the illustrious Abraham Lincoln—did never advocate
the equality of the two races, neither socially nor politically, an idea
which prevails in the minds of very many persons. \nd it has been
my endeavor to point out the danger to our race in allowing to one
so entirely different and inferior to our own privileges which will
tend by and by to obliterate the social line, which still is drawn
between the two and whiclh would bring about an assimilation de-
teriorating the character of the Indo-curopean and in a closer degree
the Germanic race (in a broader sensze) by which the Republic has
been founded. There are other similar dangers from other races,
of which to speak is not here the place.






KOMMENTAR zu Eberhard Hayne’s Essay ‘The Negro Question’
Dr Ulrike M Vieten Queen’s University Belfast

Ein ‘Ex-Oldenburger in Baltimore’, das verspricht auf der einen Seite, eine ungewdhnlichere
Biographie (er lebte auch 2 Jahr in Mexiko): das Leben eines erfolreichen Emigranten, das Leben von
Einem, der in den Stiden der USA ausgewandert war. Auf der anderen Seite - und das werde ich in
diesem Kurzkommentar hervorheben - verbreitet Hayen eine recht gewdhnliche rassistische Haltung
gegeniiber schwarzen Menschen. ‘Gewéhnlich’ (und nicht gewo6hnungs-bediirftig) im Sinne der
Mehrheitsmeinung im 19. Jahrhundert; nicht nur in Europa sondern eben auch besonders, in den
Siidstaaten der US. Hayen schreibt vor dem Hintergrund des Endes des American Civil War (1861-
1865) — Die Nordstaaten hatten gegen die Stidstaaten gekampft und gewonnen, die letzteren wollten die
Sklaverei aufrechterhalten. Hayen identifiziert sich mit der Position der Siidstaaten und spannt in
seinem Pamphlet den Vorurteilsbogen von der zivilisatorischen Riickstandigkeit Afrika’s und seiner
schwarzen Bevdlkerung, tiber die Verharmlosung der Sklavenarbeit bis zu der Frage der Legitimitét des
Wabhlrechts fiir Schwarze, Suffrage. In einer dhlichen Weise wie Frauen infantilisiert wurden so spricht
Hayen den schwarzen US Amerkaner*nnen die Reife ab, am politischen Gemeinwesen demokatisch
teilnehmen zu kénnen. Rhetorisch zitiert er an mehreren Stellen Abraham Lincoln, der fiir die Befreiung
der Sklaven steht, aber eben auch privat rassistische Positionen formuliert haben soll." Hayen bezieht
sich auf eine Konversation Lincoln’s mit dem schwarzen Intellektuellen, Fredrick Douglas (1818-1985),
der als Sozialreformer, Sklavereigegner und Fiihrer der Afrikanisch-Amerikanischen
Biirgerrechtsbewegung, international bekannt wurde. Andere schwarze Reformer*nnen -
Zeitgenoss*nnen von Hayen- waren z. B. Maria W. Stewart und Alexander Crummell, die bleiben
ungenannt. Es erstaunt nicht, dass Hayen in zwei Sdtzen auch anti-Semitische Anpielungen macht
(Letzter Satz, S. 21; und auf S. 18) und sein Argument der angeborenen MInderwertigkeit schwarzer
Menschen mit der These untermauert, dass schwarze Ménner weisse Frauen angreifen (S. 16), und die
9 Millionen (gegen 80 Millionen) das halbe Land afrikanisieren wollen. (S. 14) Zum Teil rassistische

Positionen, die auch heute wieder Verbreitung finden.

Fazit: Rassistische Haltungen dominieren den Text. Uns Menschen des 21. Jahrhundert zeigt es auch,

wie nachhaltig weisse Ignoranz gegeniiber schwarzen Menschen ist.

! Seite 21, "I am opposed to assimilation of the two races into social and political equality and am horrified at
the idea of a mulatto citizenship, which I consider too dear a price even for emancipation. I believe that there is
a physical difference between the white and black races which will forever forbid their living together on terms
of political and social equality.’

Ich lehne die Assimilation der beiden Rassen hin zu sozialer und politischer Gleichstellung ab und bin entsetzt
iiber die Vorstellung einer Staatsbiirgerschaft fiir Mulatten, die ich selbst fiir einen zu hohen Preis fiir die
Emanzipation halte. Ich glaube, dass es einen physischen Unterschied zwischen der weilen und der schwarzen
Rasse gibt, der ein Zusammenleben in politischer und sozialer Gleichstellung fiir immer unmoglich machen
wird.
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